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Examiner: Unassigned 



Mail Stop PCT 
Commissioner for Patents 
RO. Box 1450 
Alexandria, VA 22313-1450 



REPLY TO 371 FORMALITIES LETTER REGARDING SEQUENCES 



Sir: 



This communication letter responds to the formalities letter mailed on 2 June 2006, setting a two- 
month period for response. As this reply is filed within the period set in the letter, it is timely. 

The formalities letter states that the application fails to comply wiih the requirements of 37 
C.F.R. § 1.821 et .^.regarding nucleotide and amino acid sequences. However, the application 
does not contain any sequences within the meaning of those rules. 

figure 8 illustrates mutations at isolated residues in a gene that is represented diagrammatical ly. 
No sequences of nucleotides or amino acids are set forth. Figure 9 is a listing of genetic loci 
(i.e., names of genes). No nucleotide or amino acid sequences per se are illustrated. No 
sequences appear elsewhere in the application. 

Because the patent application does not set forth any nucleotide or amino acid sequences, no 
sequence listing in hard-copy or computer-readable form is required under 37 C.F.R. § L821 et 
seq. Applicant notes that the same issue was raised by and resolved before the ISA/US during 
the international phase of this application. 
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Conclusion 



Applicant submits that "Notification to Comply was issued in error and accordingly requests 
that the Office vacate the requirements set forth in the formalities letter. 
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Respectfully submitted, 




David L. Fitzgerald, Reg. No. 47,347 
Attorney for Applicant 




